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FRESNO CHAFFEE ZOO MOURNS DEATH OF RETICULATED GIRAFFE BABA

FRESNO, CA — Fresno Chaffee Zoo is deeply saddened to announce the death of female
reticulated giraffe, Baba. She was humanely euthanized on Friday, November 215 due to
progressing age-related health conditions.

“Our Animal Care and Veterinary Teams have worked together over the years to manage Baba’s
advancing arthritis through a combination of medications, treatments, and novel therapies,” said Dr.
Audrey Siegrist, the Zoo’s Senior Director of Veterinary Services. “In the last few days, it became clear
that her arthritis had progressed to the point that we could no longer prevent further pain. We made the
difficult but compassionate decision to humanely euthanize Baba while she was surrounded by her herd
and care givers. We will miss her tremendously.”

At 31 years old, Baba was one of the oldest reticulated giraffes in the U.S., well surpassing the
median life expectancy of 19 years for female giraffes living in human care. Beloved by staff and
guests alike, Baba was well known as a charismatic and quirky giraffe. She made frequent
appearances at giraffe feeding, creating connections with guests, and often using her charm to
get more lettuce. During her 30 years at the Zoo, she was a foundational member of the giraffe
herd, giving birth to seven calves, including her son, Jabari, who remains at the Zoo today as
their tallest resident.

“Baba has been a long-standing presence for Zoo guests who come and have the memorable
experience of getting face-to-face with this magnificent species at our feeding platform,” said
Fresno Chaffee Zoo Director and CEO, Jon Forrest Dohlin. “She was an important part of our
Z00's history and became an enduring symbol of longevity for her species. Her loss will be felt
deeply by our entire Zoo staff and the community.”

Baba drew countless admirers over the years, providing unique educational opportunities and
fostering a deeper appreciation for the species and their conservation. Reticulated giraffe
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populations have declined by over 80% in just 30 years. Fresno Chaffee Zoo has worked to
protect these threatened populations through research, program funding, and education.

#HH#



